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Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
I first of all want to thank you for being so understanding with the steps which we are being 
forced to take in order to ensure the safety and welfare of all our pupils at Healey around 
the outbreak of COVID-19. These are uncharted waters with no school ever having had to 
deal with a situation such as this. 
  
Since the Government has taken steps to delay the spread of the virus and to mitigate the 
rate at which people may come in contact with it, we have received clear directives 
explaining what we must do, should we suspect a child has symptoms.  
 
These steps are being enforced and clearly state that if a child has a fever or a new/ 
persistent cough they should be sent home and parents informed that they must not return 
to school for 14 days.  
 
These rules also apply if a member of the child’s family has either the symptoms mentioned 
or has chosen/been told to isolate for 14 days. 
 
We fully understand that these symptoms can be present when a child has any type of 
seasonal cold or the flu but currently there is no way we can discern what virus pupils have. 
We also understand how children can present as poorly at school, then improve once 
home. However, the guidelines strictly state that pupils must not be readmitted until 14 days 
of isolation have passed, even if they are feeling better. 
 
I am aware that you will be very concerned about how you child’s absence will be monitored 
or recorded whilst they are absent due to the virus. Please don’t worry about your child’s 
attendance, their health and wellbeing is more important. 
 
With the Government changing to daily updates the advice we are given will change. When 
it does, we will update you accordingly.   
 
We hope you understand, 
 
Mr Hopkins 

Headteacher.  
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New guidance for households with symptoms 

Yesterday, the Government introduced new guidance on whole household 

isolation in response to the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak:  

 

 if you live alone and you have symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19), 

however mild, stay at home for 7 days from when your symptoms started 

 if you live with others and you or another member of the household have 

symptoms of coronavirus, then all household members must stay at 

home and not leave the house for 14 days. The 14-day period starts 

from the day when the first person in the house became ill. It is likely that 

people living within a household will infect each other or be infected 

already. Staying at home for 14 days will greatly reduce the overall 

amount of infection the household could pass on to others in the 

community 

 for anyone in the household who starts displaying symptoms, they need 

to stay at home for 7 days from when the symptoms appeared, 

regardless of what day they are on in the original 14-day isolation period. 

The symptoms are:  

 A high temperature (37.8 degrees and above) 

 A new, continuous cough 
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