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Dear Parents/Carers 

 

Firstly, I would like to thank you for the patience you have shown whilst the Governors and I navigate the 

difficulties surrounding the proposed June reopening of school. 

 

As I am sure you are aware by now, having read my last letter, schools find themselves with very difficult 

decisions to make about what form the reopening of schools will look like. Many councils in other parts of the 

country have chosen to remain closed to other year groups other than those who are key workers children, as 

they feel that time is not yet right for asking pupils to return.  

 

Rochdale council themselves have stated that they will not be pushing schools to reopen on the 1st June if 

they don’t feel ready and that they will support whatever plans schools have regarding the June start. 

 

As a school, Healey and its Governing Board have had many things to consider. Safety of your children, your 

families and the staff being the most important, alongside the logistics of opening in a safe and phased 

manner, as well as which year group to ask back in the first instance. 

 

What is clear is that the reopening of school must be conducted cautiously. Allowing pupils and staff to put 

into practice the carefully thought out risk assessments we have in place. So as to build the confidence of all 

people who work here, that a safe reopening can happen, as well as applying the expectation of social 

distancing to keep the chances of infection as low as possible. 

 

Before Healey can reopen, all risk assessments and recovery plans we have written must be quality assured by 

Rochdale Local Authority. They have asked that every school in the authority provides them with these 

documents as soon as possible, they will advise and request updates and changes where they find gaps, 

allowing for alterations to be made and then resubmission to happen. 

 

It is due to this quality assurance process that we have to inform you that Healey School will not be 

reopening on the 1st of June.  

This process may take some time, there may need to be several resubmissions of our risk assessments until we 

can prepare to open.  

 

Therefore we can only provide you with a rough overview of our proposed reopening. We have tentatively 

agreed that Healey will reopen on Monday 15th of June and only to Year 6 pupils and those of Key Workers. 

This date is not set in stone and will rely upon all risk assessments being approved and the school site 

being ready to receive more pupils. 

 

Depending on a successful reintegration of our Year 6 pupils (staff feeling confident that all social distancing 

and hygiene precautions are being followed) the Governors and I will then decide when to bring in the Year 1 

pupils and then finally, sometime later, the Reception pupils. 
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I want to reiterate that no family will be penalised (fined) for keeping their child at home during this period 

of the crisis and the decision as to whether to bring your child back to school rest with you.  

 

One thing for sure is that school life will not be the same as before the closure, it will have changed 

dramatically, all the changes will be in place, as mentioned in my last letter. These will have an impact on the 

pupils. Learning, play and social interaction will be heavily restricted.  

 

I understand that the news of a further delay to school opening will be met with a mixture of emotions. All I 

would like to add is that decisions like this are not taken lightly, they are solidly rooted in what is best and 

safest for the pupils, families and staff at Healey.  

 

We desperately want our pupils to come back to school but at this time the health of our pupils and their 

families must be made the priority. 

 

Regards, 

 

M. Hopkins  

Headteacher 

 

Simon Carrington 

Chair of the Governing Board  
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