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Dear Parents/Carers 

 

Firstly, I hope this letter finds you and your families well. 

 

Thank you for all the support you have shown in the engagement with school during the school closures.  

 

Now that some initial guidance has been published by the government we would like to share with you our initial plan for 

the proposed phased re-opening of primary schools planned for June 1st. 

 

Importantly, I must stress that we are receiving updates daily from both the DFE (Department for Education), the local 

authority, teaching unions and having ongoing discussions with school staff. The guidance from the Government means 

we need to adapt the way Healey School will function to ensure the safety of the pupils, staff and the whole school 

community. 

 

We completely understand there are anxieties out there about children coming back to school. Every family will have 

unique circumstances, however my job is to lay out for you what these changes mean for Healey School. I ask you to 

consider the plan and then you must make an informed decision about when and if your child returns to school. As the 

Government have made it clear that no family will be penalised (fined) for keeping their child at home. 

 

School life will not be the same as before the closure, it will have changed dramatically, these changes will have an 

impact on the pupils. Learning, play and social interaction will be  heavily restricted. What follows is an overview of the 

immediate differences. 

 

The arrangements for the June return: 

 

All children will need to wear uniform. They must not bring a PE Kit. Year 6 pupils will require a packed lunch each day. 

Pupils in Reception and Year 1 will receive a school packed lunch. Pupils will eat their lunch in the classroom, as the hall 

will be used as a teaching space at all times for the pupils in our Reception class. For those in receipt of the benefit led 

free school meals, we will continue to provide you with food vouchers.  

 

Changes to the school opening hours and drop off/collection of pupils. 

 

How children and families access school will be altered. Our Y6 pupils will be expected to enter the premises alone to 

reduce contact with others. They will need to wait on the top yard and socially distance themselves. Y1 and Reception 

children may enter the premises with one other adult and wait on the bottom yard. Opening and closing times for these 

pupils will be staggered. Reception pupils will attend school from 9:15 to 12:30pm, Year 1 pupils will attend from  

9 to 2:15pm , Year 6 and Key Worker pupils will attend from 8:45 to 2pm. Pupils and parents must stick to the time 

set in order to prevent cross contamination.  

 

When collecting your child, one parent or family member can enter the grounds and stand on the bottom yard, parents 

must ensure they obey the social distancing rules, your child will leave their classroom door and walk to you. Parents 

must leave the school grounds promptly at drop off and collection. 

 

Siblings will arrive together and be admitted into school at the same time as the eldest child. 

 

http://www.eco-schools.org.uk/
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Access to the building and delivering messages. 

 

The school office will not be accessible, as parents will be prohibited from entering the building. Messages for your 

child’s teacher or office staff will be need to be phoned through via the school number, once you have left the 

playground. 

 

Reporting illness. 

 

If your child or anyone in the family is showing any signs of illness, no matter what symptoms they may be, your child 

will not be able to attend school, please do not send them in. We have to presume any illness could be the virus and we 

will not accept them for the safety of everyone on the premises. If your child or any member of the family develops the 

virus or has a positive test result, this must be reported to school, as contact tracing will need to be carried out. 

 

If your child has a temperature, becomes flustered/flushed, complains of a sore throat or develops a cough etc, they will 

be quarantined in school and you will be asked to collect them. They must be collected promptly, you and your family 

will then be asked to get tested, isolate the child for 7 days and report to school the outcome of the test. As pupils and 

staff may have to isolate as a result. 

 

The learning environment in school. 

 

The pupils in each class will be grouped into ‘bubbles’ that they will remain in throughout the day. This ‘bubble’ system 

means that they will not be moving around school in the way that they did before. They may not be with their usual 

teacher and will be working alongside a small number of their class and one or 2 adults.  

 

They will eat lunch in their designated learning space as a ‘bubble’ of pupils and there will be no communal activities 

such as assemblies/ PE lessons. These ‘bubbles’ will each have a designated playground and they will play out in these 

groups on a staggered break/lunchtime rota. Pupils will not be allowed to come in contact with pupils in other ‘bubbles’ 

in order to reduce infection. 

 

Due to the age and anticipated number of pupils we are expecting to receive on re-opening, we cannot guarantee that a 

distance of 2m between each child can be achieved at all times, however will do what we can to implement a strict social 

distancing policy. This means that a strict set of rules will have to be followed, teachers will be enforcing these rules at 

all times. This means your child will be told that they ‘Can’t’, ‘Don’t’ and ‘Mustn’t’ often, in the interest of safety. 

 

In our Reception class and across school soft toys, bricks, lego, costumes etc will be removed in order to limit transfer of 

infection. Any item of play equipment which is regularly shared will be prohibited from use such as the slide, trim-trail, 

scooters and go-karts.  

 

The children will use the bathrooms separately and be kept a safe distance from each other. They will be washing their 

hands throughout the day at regular intervals. 

 

We have 2 school cleaners who will clean all rooms and contact points in the morning and after school. Our school staff 

will do what they can to disinfect equipment throughout the day.  

 

Before and after school club. 

 

There will be no wrap around care for before and after school provision, as the school will require deeper cleaning to 

prevent cross contamination. 

 

Key Worker Children. 

 

As our teaching staff will now be utilised for working with the returning year groups. This will reduce the number of key 

worker’s children we can accommodate in the first instance, until we are certain of the number of children who will be 

returning to school.  

http://www.eco-schools.org.uk/


                                                                                            
 

 

 

 

 

 

In order to accommodate the Government guidance, limits have had to be placed on the pupil to staff ratio in order to 

maintain social distancing. We are also restricted by the confines of the school building. Therefore in order for YR, Y1 

and Y6 to return, we have to limit the number of Key Worker’s places to 14. Those in the immediate frontline of the 

coronavirus battle will be given priority for these places – these are the NHS medical and nursing staff, care home 

nursing staff, teachers/school workers and the police.  

 

We may be able to accommodate other professions but this will be heavily reliant on the total number of children who 

return when school opens – we hope to be able to continue to serve the families who have already accessed this provision 

whilst in lockdown but will need to accurately know the number of pupils returning in June. 

 

Key Worker children will need to wear school uniform and will be taught in a classroom with a full timetable of lessons.  

 

Families with pupils in Y2, Y3, Y4 and Y5. 

 

If you have a child in Y2, Y3, Y4 or Y5 they will not be allowed to attend school unless you are a key worker, as defined 

by the Government. 

 

The Government have been very clear that if you are asked to go back to work and you are not a key worker, then you 

need to explain to your employer, you currently do not have childcare and can’t return to work.  

 

Key worker children from years 2-5 will need to be booked in via office@healey every Wednesday, for the days required 

in the following week. You will be notified if you have a place on the Thursday. Please do not bring your child if you 

have not received confirmation from myself.  

 

Please remember, the changes will only take effect if schools are told to reopen on the 1st of June or as soon as they 

can there after. 

 

I must reiterate, if you can keep your child at home, this is the safest place for them during this very worrying 

time. Keeping your child at home protects the staff at school and the other pupils, as well as protecting your 

family at home. 

 

Please think carefully about the changes expected and what impact they may have on your child, both 

physically and mentally.  

 

Schools will not be the place they were before the closure. 

 

Regards, 

 

M. Hopkins 

http://www.eco-schools.org.uk/

