
 

 

Children’s Services 
Gail Hopper, 
Director 
Children’s Services 
Number One Riverside, Smith Street, 
Rochdale OL16 1XU 

 
Phone: 01706 925000 
www.rochdale.gov.uk 

 
        Our ref: GH/JC 

Enquiries to:  Ciara Foley 
   Extension:  2321 
   Date:   17th December 2020 

 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
I firstly want to thank you for all your support during this term in supporting the attendance of your 
children in returning to school and also in your support for our schools when Head teachers have 
had to take the difficult decision to close bubbles and ask children and young people to self-
isolate following the advice and guidance from our public health team in Rochdale. This has been 
essential to try to prevent the spread of the virus.  
 
As we look towards the end of term I really hope that we can all have a rest and enjoy what will 
be a very different Christmas and New Year. But we all go into this with some positivity on the 
horizon as vaccine news develops. With this in mind, I want to remind you of some key 
information and advice to help you keep safe and well and make sure that we keep up the good 
work we’ve all been doing.  
 
We all want to make sure that we can continue to keep schools fully open and prevent bubbles 
closing and children having to isolate at home, as we know the impact that has on you.  
Rules can be confusing so here is a guide on what you need to do to keep each other safe and 
stop the spread of the virus  
 
Testing 
 
We have COVID-19 testing sites in Rochdale, Heywood and Middleton, they are open every day 
(even over Christmas and New Year). You must book a test, you cannot turn up without an 
appointment. To book call 119 or visit nhs.uk/coronavirus.  
 
Christmas bubbles 
 
The virus is not pausing for Christmas and whilst the government has provided guidance and you 
can meet up it doesn’t mean you should. 1 in 3 people are asymptomatic so can have COVID-19 
with no symptoms and pass it on. Please consider this before you make plans to see any loved 
ones so you don’t give them COVID-19 for Christmas. 
 
The guidance states;  
 
 you can form an exclusive ‘Christmas bubble’ composed of people from no more than three 

households 

 you can only be in one Christmas bubble 

 you cannot change your Christmas bubble 

 

 

 



 

 

Other key things to remember  
 

- If you get you or your child tested you must remain isolated till you get the results of the 

test – only when it is negative can you stop isolating  

- If advised by track and trace or by your child’s school you must follow the guidance and 

timescale advised of 

- If you are isolating you must not leave your household and mix with anyone else – this is 

so important to stop the spread of the virus to others  

- A school bubble is only for use in school – it does not mean that you can have children’s 

parties / sleepovers. You must follow the guidance we are under  

- Please do not send your child to school if they are showing symptoms of COVID-19 (high 

temperature, new continuous cough and a loss of taste or smell) 

- Siblings who are isolating should not be taking other siblings to school or accompanying 

you on the school run – you can have a childcare support bubble to help with this  

- Wear a mask in public places – for example dropping off and picking up from school  

Please be assured that our schools continue to work hard on keeping children safe and they are 
doing all that we can inside our buildings to stop COVID-19, for example one-way systems, hand 
sanitiser and regularly washing hands. I know how much you’ve all being doing your bit too, like 
wearing mask in the playground, and we really appreciate that.  
 
We appreciate that everyone is looking for some normality and the opportunity to be close to 
loved ones at Christmas but we want you to all keep safe and well. It’s also important that you 
know what to do over this period in terms of isolation, the slight relaxation of measures does not 
mean a relaxation in isolation and COVID-19 isn’t relaxing over Christmas.  
Thank you for your continued support. Support from parents and carers is invaluable and we are 
so proud of our pupils and how well they have responded to the new expectations over the course 
of this term which will keep them as safe as possible. 
  
 
Kind regards 
 
 
 
 
Gail Hopper                                              
Director of Children's Services                  
Rochdale Borough Council 
 


