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Dear Parents/Carers,  
 
I’m writing to you today to appeal to your better nature, asking for your support and concern in helping us control the 
growing number of children we have in school during this lockdown.  
 
As I hope you’re aware, there have been many reports over the last week, since schools were closed, of higher 
numbers of pupils in school than was first anticipated. This has led to the Government altering the guidance around 
critical worker status and members of parliament actively encouraging schools to request that critical worker parents 
who have received a place for their child consider whether it is needed in light of the adjustments made to the 
guidance.  
 
The guidance for the children of critical workers was updated on Friday January the 8th 2021. It now states: 
 
‘Parents and carers who are critical workers SHOULD keep their children at home if they can.’ 
 
The alteration to the guidance is there to decrease the number of pupils currently in school, who could possibly bring 
the virus into school, from infecting other pupils, pupils’ families or the staff.  
 
During this third period of lockdown anxieties around the virus are higher than they have been before, both inside the 
school amongst staff and in the community amongst our families and pupils due to the new variant spreading more 
rapidly, the increase in cases and the demand for hospital beds being reported in the news.  
 
In light of the changes to the guidance I want to reiterate if one parent/carer is at home, whether they are working 
or not, then the expectation is that your child will stay at home.  
 
If you are currently at home as a result of; furlough from work, at home because the industry you work in has been 
closed as a non-essential service eg hairdressing, beautician etc. You are currently on maternity leave or your place 
of work has allowed you to work from home then your child should be at home. 
 
This provision (school being open) is only to be used for those critical workers who have no other alternative.  
 
If as a result of this change in guidance you decide to keep your children at home Healey School will continue to 
maintain a good quality home school and be in regular contact with you.  
 
Please help us to keep as many pupils and staff as safe as possible. 
 
Stay safe and look after each other. 
 
M Hopkins 
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